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Roads...We Don’t Need Roads.
This month I had the pleasure to 
travel with my wife and two kids 
from Papillion, Nebraska to South 
Padre Island, Texas.  As we were 
planning this trip we quickly real-
ized that travel via airplanes was 
too expensive for our budget.  The 
alternative was to drive our 2008 
Hyundai Elantra.  The drive al-
lowed us to see the country side 
and drive places we haven’t been 
before....and some that we don’t 
want to drive through again.  
Driving on the Texas Tollways 
was especially interesting.  Taking 
Exit 265 near Georgetown, Texas 

will lead you to a 100 mile stretch 
of Texas State Highway, known 
as Pickle Parkway, which is a toll 
road where there are virtually no 
other vehicles and the speed limit 
increases to 85 miles per hour.  
This 85 mile per hour speed limit 
is the highest posted speed limit 
in the United States.  

During this stretch I was able to 
average 35 miles per gallon, which 
was the best I saw the entire trip.  
However, my GPS maps didn’t 
know a new section of the high-
way opened up last October.

-Jon Olson

http://lubedealer.com/donolson/home.aspx
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Preparing Your Vehicle For Your Next Trip
As I stated on page 1 of this news-
letter, my family and I went on 
vacation to South Padre Island.  I 
won’t talk about the 20 hour car 
ride with small children.  Nor will 
I talk about the 20 hour car ride 
back home with small children.  I 
wanted to focus on what I did to 
prepare my vehicle for the trip.  

One day of each month I spend 
two hours and perform some 
basic preventative maintenance 
tasks.  I first wash my vehicle us-
ing Mother’s Brand California 
Gold Car Wash, and spray some 
Reflections Tire Care just to make 
sure everything is looking great.  
Next, I vacuum the inside and use 
Mother’s Brand Glass Cleaner on 
the windows.  After this, I address 
the engine.  I check the oil, trans-
mission fluid, power steering flu-
id, brake fluid, windshield washer 
fluid, and coolant.  I ensure the 
battery terminals do not have cor-
rosion on them and I clean the air 
filter.  I then squeeze the radia-
tor hoses to ensure they feel firm 
and feel  the drive belts to check 
the tension and feel for cracks or 
chunks missing.  Lastly, I check 
the tire tread depth and tire pres-
sure, as well as all interior and ex-
terior lights.  If I take my time, it 
takes about two hours of my day, 
once a month.

Two years ago I switched from 
the conventional antifreeze (that 
came installed from the factory) 
to Amsoil’s Antifreeze.  One year 
ago I switched from the conven-
tional Transmission Fluid (that 
came installed from the factory) to 
Amsoil’s Synthetic Multi-Vehicle 
Transmission Fluid.  One month 

prior to leaving for this trip I per-
formed my yearly oil change using 
Amsoil’s Signature Series 100% 
Synthetic Motor Oil.  Additional-
ly, I flushed the brake system and 
replaced the conventional brake 
fluid (also installed from the fac-
tory) with Amsoil’s Series 500 
High-Performance DOT 3 Brake 
Fluid.  I also replaced all four tires, 
just for my own peace of mind as 
the factory tires were showing 
signs of wear and age.  Lastly, ev-
ery three months I add a bottle of 
Performance Improver to my fuel 
to clean the fuel system.

As we drove I kept a log of gas 
purchases and miles traveled 
which allowed me to calculate 
my gas mileage the entire trip.  
When I purchased the vehicle, it 
was advertised that it would get 38 
miles per gallon on the highway.  
However, that calculation is based 
upon one person in the car, with 
no luggage, traveling at a prede-
termined speed.  I had four peo-

ple in the car and probably 300 
pounds of luggage/food/etc.  On 
the highway, I was able to aver-
age about 33 miles per gallon and 
in South Padre Island I averaged 
about 24 miles per gallon in stop 
and go traffic with a maximum 
speed of 30 miles per hour.  

It is always good to keep a log of 
gas purchases, miles traveled and 
miles per gallon.  If you are famil-
iar with your vehicle’s fuel econo-
my, it is easier to foresee potential 
problems.  If you typically get 25 
miles per gallon and all of a sud-
den you are getting 20, or 15.  That 
could be a indication that some-
thing in your engine is not oper-
ating properly.  Or it could mean 
that the gas station you filled up 
at has bad gasoline.  Either way, 
being aware of how your vehicle 
operates will allow you to catch 
problems before they occur.  Not 
addressing small problems (such 
as poor gas mileage) always leads 
to more costly repairs.  

Arriving after 20 hours on the 
road was a sight for sore eyes.

http://www.amsoil.com/shop/by-product/other-products/mothers-brand-products/paint-care/california-gold-car-wash/?zo=1983724
http://www.amsoil.com/shop/by-product/other-products/mothers-brand-products/paint-care/california-gold-car-wash/?zo=1983724
http://www.amsoil.com/shop/by-product/other-products/mothers-brand-products/reflections/reflections-tire-care/?zo=1983724
http://www.amsoil.com/shop/by-product/other-products/mothers-brand-products/interior-care/mothers-glass-cleaner/?zo=1983724
http://www.amsoil.com/shop/by-product/other-products/antifreeze/antifreeze-and-engine-coolant/?zo=1983724
http://www.amsoil.com/shop/by-product/transmission-fluid/automatic/signature-series-multi-vehicle-synthetic-automatic-transmission-fluid/?zo=1983724
http://www.amsoil.com/shop/by-product/transmission-fluid/automatic/signature-series-multi-vehicle-synthetic-automatic-transmission-fluid/?zo=1983724
http://www.amsoil.com/shop/by-product/motor-oil/gasoline/?zo=1983724
http://www.amsoil.com/shop/by-product/motor-oil/gasoline/?zo=1983724
http://www.amsoil.com/shop/by-product/other-products/brake-fluid/?zo=1983724
http://www.amsoil.com/shop/by-product/other-products/brake-fluid/?zo=1983724
http://www.amsoil.com/shop/by-product/other-products/brake-fluid/?zo=1983724
http://www.amsoil.com/shop/by-product/fuel-additives/gasoline/p-i-performance-improver-gasoline-additive/?zo=1983724
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Vehicles Will Always Have Problems
On the previous page, I talked 
about performing preventative 
maintenance tasks as one method 
to ensure your vehicle is perform-
ing at peak operating condition as 
well as being able to catch prob-
lems before they become expen-
sive repairs.  

Although you can perform all 
necessary preventative mainte-
nance tasks routinely, there will 
still be system malfunctions.  This 
is the nature of vehicles.

Two days prior to my trip to South 
Padre Island, I received a recall 
notice from Hyundai for the Brake 
Stop Lamp Switch.  I was informed 
that there might be a slight possi-
bility that the switch will malfunc-
tion and I will have no brake lights 
(in addition to other issues).  I at-
tempted to schedule an appoint-
ment with the dealership but they 
were booked solid for two weeks.  
I had to schedule the appointment 
for when I returned.  Prior to be-
ginning our drive I checked all 
interior and exterior lights as part 
of my routine preventative main-
tenance tasks (discussed on page 
2 of this newsletter) to ensure they 
were operating properly.  After re-
ceiving the recall notice, I double 
checked the lights to make sure 
they were working.

Eight hours into the trip, in Nor-
man, Oklahoma, just outside of 
Oklahoma City, a yellow convert-
ible pulled up next to me and in-
formed me that I have no brake 
lights.  Quickly, I typed in the 
nearest Hyundai Dealership into 
the GPS.  I arrived at the Hyun-
dai Dealership and inquired about 
getting the problem fixed.  Unfor-

tunately, their service department 
had closed several hours earlier.  
I still had another four hours to 
drive to our hotel and another 
eight hours of driving the follow-
ing day and couldn’t wait until 
the next day to get it fixed by the 
dealership.  I asked if there was an 
auto parts retailer nearby and was 
directed to O’Reilly Auto Parts in 
Norman, Oklahoma.  

Being an auto shop teacher for the 
last seven years, I have worked 
with many automotive part re-
tailers.  Several years ago, I parte-
nered with O’Reilly Auto Parts in 
Papillion, Nebraska as they are al-
ways more than willing to help me 
and my students in any way they 
can. 

Having never replaced a Brake 
Stop Lamp Switch before, the 
young lady that assisted me was 
more than knowledgeable in help-
ing me find the right part and in 
getting me the correct informa-
tion to fix it.  Furthermore, the 
staff allowed me to use their tools 
for the fix.  $15.00 and 15 minutes 
later I was back on the road with 
fully operational brake lights.

The lesson learned is that al-
though I keep up with the pre-
ventative maintenance for my ve-
hicle, there is always a chance that 
systems will fail.  Having a basic 
knowledge of how your vehicle 
operates and a basic knowledge 
of tool usage can be the difference 
between getting back on the road 
or being stranded.  However, it al-
ways helps to get some informa-
tion from an expert.  I always tell 
my students to go to O’Reilly’s and 
ask questions.  

By this point, you may be won-
dering what a brake light switch is 
and where it is located.

The brake light switch (stop lamp 
switch) is an electrically powered 
switch that triggers the brake 
lights to activate when the brakes 
are applied.  It is located under 
the dash, on the driver side, and 
is attached to the brake pedal as-
sembly.  As you depress the brake 
pedal the “button” on the brake 
light switch moves, activating the 
brake lights.

The fix was quick and simple.  
However, as it was explained to 
me by one of the Parts Special-
ists at O’Reilly’s, “You just need to 
stand on your head to get to it.”

The best part was that my two 
children watched as I solved this 
problem which allowed me to use 
this as a teaching moment.

http://www.oreillyauto.com/site/c/home.oap
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Don’s Corner...with Don Olson

In June I referred a Preferred Cus-
tomer to an installer to replace his 
Transmission Fluid and filter.  The 
person’s transmission fluid had 
(apparently) never been changed 
as it showed up with an error 
code of dirty (or old) fluid.  This 
was a concern for the installer as 
he could not guarantee that the 
new synthetic transmission fluid 
would correct the problem of 
rough shifting as the vehicle had 
over 170,000 miles on it.

The vehicle also needed some cor-
rective maintenance as the pre-
ventive maintenance obviously 
had not been kept up on a regular 
basis.

With this particular vehicle, af-
ter servicing, the transmission 
problem was apparently fixed (as 
I have not heard of any problems 
with it since), and the other prob-
lems were repaired also.  The cus-
tomer was appreciative that the 
problems were repaired and the 
vehicle seems to be back in opera-
tion better than when it was taken 
in.  

However, the installer was very 
concerned about the vehicle’s 
safety as regular maintenance had 
not been accomplished in a timely 
manner.

The customer was more than a lit-
tle distraught at the cost of repairs 
which were quite a bit more than 
first quoted for just changing the 
transmission fluid and filter.

The key here is to know what pre-
ventive maintenance is needed 
and what time frame you should 
consider getting all maintenance 
done.

We have published in previous 
issues of this newsletter those ap-
proximate intervals (according 
to manufacturer’s recommenda-
tions) so you could keep your ve-
hicles in top safe running condi-
tion.

Please take a look at the first few 
issues for those intervals and also, 
please pass this newsletter on to 
anyone on your e-mail list so they 
will be able to keep the mainte-
nance up to date on their vehicles.  
As a Preferred Customer you pur-
chase the products at the same 
price as we do … we make no 
profit on them, they are at the 
wholesale (dealer) prices.  Deal-
ers earn their money from the 
volume every month that goes 
through their independent deal-
erships.  That means that we have 
to continually have many custom-
ers in order to earn a few dollars.

Our concern is that you have the 
opportunity to use the best syn-
thetic lubricants in the industry 
at the best price.  Of course those 
purchasing at Retail (catalog) we 
do make a modest profit.

We also offer other tips (see Shop 
Talk with Jon in most issues). As 
well as helping you answer all of 
your lubrication questions.

We appreciate your business and 
we desire for you to have the safest 
vehicle on the road that will last 
for more years and many more 
miles than other vehicles you have 
owned in the past.

Personally I have a 1992 Astro 
Van, V6 with 167,000 miles on it.  
I change my oil once a year, and 
have since 1993.

My 2002 Saturn (sedan) is a 4 
cylinder and has 138,000 on it. 
I change oil in it every year, but 
check it about every 1000 miles to 
ensure it is topped off.

Preventive maintenance on both 
vehicles is kept up to date and 
whenever corrective maintenance 
is necessary I get it taken care of 
immediately.

Thanks for helping us to help oth-
ers keep their vehicles in top safe 
condition. 

Use AMSOIL products … Simply 
… the best your money can buy!

https://docs.google.com/file/d/0BzVYBnVdHCfNZUMzNWJLcVJBT0E/edit?pli=1
https://docs.google.com/file/d/0BzVYBnVdHCfNZUMzNWJLcVJBT0E/edit?pli=1
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Amsoil Business Partners

Big Red Tire Pros
4900 Old Cheney Road

Lincoln, NE 68516
402-420-6100

www.bigredtire.com

Family Owned And Operated!

Big Red Tire carries top brands like 
Bridgestone, Firestone, Continen-
tal, and General at a great price. 
Proudly serving the Lincoln area. 
We specialize in brakes, alignment 
and balance, and other automotive 
services.

Red Dog Carpet Cleaning

Contact:
Jeremy Warner

Owner and Operator
402-480-1441

info@reddogcarpetcleaning.com
www.reddogcarpetcleaning.com

We work hard to ensure prompt and 
trustworthy service, reasonable pric-
es, and amazingly clean carpets.

We believe in giving back to our 
community. We donate 5% of profits 
from each customer to Cedars Youth 
Services.

Star City Motor Sports
6600 N. 27th St.

Lincoln, NE 68521
402-474-7777

www.starcitymotorsports.com

Star City Motor Sports has been 
serving Nebraska since 1963. Our 
friendly and knowledgeable sales, 
parts/accessory, and service staff 
and convenient location have helped 
us maintain a reputation as the area’s 
premier power sports dealer. 

H&S Auto Service
2510 S. 48th St.

Lincoln, NE
402-488-9860

handsautoservicecenter.com

H & S Auto Service Center is Lin-
coln’s source for quality auto repair 
and first class service. We have been 
in business since 1974 and our expe-
rienced auto technicians will handle 
any of your automotive needs.

“These people are HONEST and 
courteous! The owner’s son was ex-
tremely busy an hour before they 
closed and still helped us with our 
emergency flat tire.” --Customer

Turf Pro 2 Go, LLC
Apison, TN

Contact:
Ed or Angela
423-236-4997 

www.turfpro2go.com

Turf Pro 2 Go, LLC can service your 
every need from gardening and lawn 
care to larger landscaping projects. 
Let us be your one-stop provider for 
all aspects including construction, 
irrigation, water, lighting, stone lay-
out and commercial development.

North Georgia Heating and Air, Inc
Wildwood, GA - 706-820-1601
Ringgold, GA - 706-965-4473

Chattanooga, TN - 423-265-8144
gbcomfort.com

One Year Satisfaction Guarantee...
Call Us To Learn More

Our focus is all about serving you, 
your home, your comfort, your 
health, and your budget. If you have 
questions about HVAC in Chatta-
nooga, HVAC repair, HVAC ser-
vice, and HVAC installation, contact 
North Georgia Heating and Air for a 
free consultation. You’ll be glad you 
did!

http://www.bigredtire.com/index.htm
http://www.bigredtire.com/index.htm
http://www.bigredtire.com/index.htm
http://www.bigredtire.com/index.htm
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